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To those who are offended by the use of 
anything other than the King James Version of 
the Bible, I apologize. I chose an alternative 
translation specifically because I find it useful 
when considering verses we have heard 
repeatedly through the years; these familiar 
passages tend to grab our attention more quickly 
when stated in a slightly different way. 
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What is a Volunteer? 
Jesus often used illustrations a gardener 
could easily understand. In looking at 
volunteers it seems particularly appropriate 
to follow His example. So let’s imagine the 
life of a certain volunteer plant. 

 There was once a volunteer plant. Like all 
volunteer plants, it popped up in an unexpected 
location. Some animal carried a seed into a side 
yard and dropped it, and there it grew. When the 
gardener found it, he had to make some decisions. 
 Should he move it to the garden where it could 
grow as he’d intended and receive all the right care? 
No, the plant had set its roots firmly right where it 
was; it would not be shifted to a more appropriate 
location. 
 Would it be best for him to cut this plant down 
so that it would not hinder the growth of the plants 
he had selected specifically for this area? He did not 
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like this idea at all, for it was a nice enough plant 
and there was some hope that it would bear decent 
fruit even here, where it wasn’t supposed to be. 
 So the gardener chose not to cut it down, but to 
watch and ensure that it did not too greatly hinder 
the growth of the plants around it. If it proved too 
much of a danger, if the fruit it might one day 
produce seemed not to be enough to outweigh the 
damage it could cause, he would remove it. 
 So it remained where it had planted itself, 
though the gardener was never fully happy and kept 
a cautious eye on it always. He watched as it grew. 
He watched as it flowered. He watched as it 
produced fruit. He watched as it died. 
 The gardener had managed to minimize the 
damage this volunteer plant did to its companions. 
He had also harvested the fruit it produced, though 
this fruit was disappointing when compared to the 
fruit of similar plants that flourished in the other 
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 A mere volunteer goes where he wishes to go, 
offers only such assistance as he is inclined to 
offer, and remains only as long as he wants to 
stay. He may choose to plant himself in the very 
place God would have put him, but if his heart is 
not right or if his chosen place of service is not 
what God has planned for him, there will be 
problems. He may be of some benefit in this area 
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part of his garden. The gardener was sad as he 
disposed of its dead remains and considered what 
this plant could have been, what fruit it would 
have produced and how much better off both 
sections of his yard would have been, if it had only 
put its roots down where it belonged. 
 
 The gardener, of course, is God. The 
volunteer plant is the Christian who is a mere 
volunteer, one who does not understand the call 
of God, one who chooses where he will go and 
how he will serve instead of letting God plant him 
in the proper spot and serving as God calls him. 
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where he chooses to plant himself, but he will 
never be all God wants him to be. 
 The Christian who plants himself in a 
location other than the one God has chosen for 
him will have, and cause, special problems because 
he is not where God wants him to be—in that 
place set aside for him where he can do the special 
work God has already prepared for him to do. 
(Ephesians 4:16, KJV, from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying 
of itself in love.) He cannot help this alternate 
location as well as one who is called to it, and it is 
entirely possible that his presence will eventually 
prove harmful—to himself, to those around him, 
perhaps to both. He may manage to live the 
entirety of his days in this one, wrong spot and he 
may be happy, but he will never be fulfilled 
because he will never become all God has 
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ordained him to be. Worse, the body will never be 
all it is supposed to be, because he is out of line. 
 When you consider plants, there is really only 
one difference between a volunteer plant and a 
weed. The volunteer plant is a cultured plant, one 
that is designed to serve a purpose. God obviously 
doesn’t want weeds in His garden. He also doesn’t 
want His cultivated plants putting their roots 
down in places not of His choosing. 
 A volunteer, according to the dictionary, is 
one who enters into an activity of his own free 
will. A mere volunteer not only enters of his own 
free will, but retains the right to free will, the right 
to say, “You can’t expect me to do that; I’m only a 
volunteer!” He will work only as hard as he 
pleases, do only the jobs he chooses to do and 
stay only as long as it suits him. He persists in 
thinking that it’s all about him, when in reality 
it’s all about HIM. 
 
So… 
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What DOES God Want? 



God Doesn’t Want Volunteers * E-Book 
12 

Ephesians 4:16 
Under his direction, the whole body is 
fitted together perfectly. As each part does 
its own special work, it helps the other 
parts grow, so that the whole body is 
healthy and growing and full of love. 

 
Under his direction 
 These first three words are the key. We must 
submit to Him as part of His body, completely 
under His direction. If we won’t be under HIS 
direction, totally submitted to HIM, why do we 
call ourselves Christians? To be called a Christian 
is to be called Christ Like, and Jesus Christ was 
so completely submitted to His heavenly father 
that He willingly took the unimaginably 
horrendous path to the cross. 
 
So, as we are under His direction… 
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the whole body 
 The whole body, every part of it, is “fitted 
together perfectly.” 
 
is fitted together 
 “is fitted” 
 This phrase is in the passive voice, which 
shows that it isn’t the body that is doing the 
fitting together. The “fitting together” is being 
done to the body by God. (I Corinthians 12:18, 
KJV But now hath God set the members every one of 
them in the body, as it hath pleased Him.) 
 When we are under His direction, allowing 
Him to fit us together—letting Him put us where 
He wants us instead of insisting on putting 
ourselves where we want to be—we will be fitted 
together perfectly. 
 
as each part does 
 Every part of the body has work to do. If a 
part of the human body refuses to work, the 
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whole body suffers. The same is true of Christ’s 
body. We are not just here to be. We are here to 
do. (Ephesians 2:10, KJV, For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them.) 
 
its own special work 
 God gives each of us work to do and we can 
either do that work or not do it. If we choose to 
do our work, we are free to choose whether to do 
it well or poorly. If we choose not to do our 
work, we are free to choose whether to do 
nothing or to do someone else’s work instead. 
 We’ve a world of choices and only one is 
acceptable—to do that special work that God has 
set aside specifically for us. To do anything else is 
to fail Him, the body, and ourselves. 
 This even holds true when we decide to do 
‘extra’ work. While being faithful to our own 
special work, we might still have enough time 
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that we choose to go help another part of the 
body as well. This can be a wonderful thing, but 
if we move against His direction, stepping out on 
our own accord, the whole body will suffer. 
 This is not to say a man cannot be active in 
more than one ministry. If God directs him to 
serve in multiple areas, God will also orchestrate 
his service. If, however, he chooses to serve in 
multiple ministries against God’s direction, he is 
asking for trouble to visit not only him, but every 
ministry he touches. 
 We each have our own special work to do and 
He expects us to do it and do it with excellence! 
 
it helps the other parts grow 
 What a gift! Can anything greater be said of a 
man than that he helps others grow? No. Here is 
a promise, a result, worth working toward! 
 And, to consider this from the other side, if 
this member of Christ’s body chooses not to be 
under His direction, not to fit in his assigned 



God Doesn’t Want Volunteers * E-Book 
16 

spot perfectly, not to do the special work God has 
assigned specifically to him, then he will 
inevitably hinder the other parts in their growth. 
 How much better it is to do what we know to 
do and do it in the way God intends! 
 
so that the whole body is healthy 
 This is one third of what should be our goal, 
and is God’s goal, for the body of Christ—that we 
as the body be healthy and growing and full of 
love. 
 Unfortunately, though many individual 
churches are healthy, this cannot be said of the 
church as a whole, at least not here in the United 
States. Many churches have experienced splits and 
too often church members are not surprised 
when they learn of other members’ immorality. 
One can also find church buildings for sale in 
this nation that are available for purchase not 
because the churches have grown too large for 
them, but rather because they’ve died. 
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and growing 
 Obviously, if the church as a whole is not 
healthy, it is also not growing. I was somewhat 
surprised at one point, though I wasn’t too very 
shocked, to hear my pastor say in a sermon that 
the church in the U.S. has not grown since the 
1970s. If this is true, something is obviously 
wrong. 
 
and full of love 
 This, perhaps, is the saddest thing of all. God 
is love; you would think that His church would 
necessarily be full of love, but in how many 
churches will you find no gossip, no murmuring, 
no backbiting, no complaining… If a church is 
truly full of love, there is no room for these 
things. 
 
 So we, the body, fail the test. We are not 
fitted together perfectly, with each part doing its 
own special work. Why? 
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 Because too many of us have never learned 
the difference between being a volunteer and 
being a called out, chosen one—the difference 
between one who casually offers, “I’ll do it,” 
knowing he has the option of quitting later, and 
the one who answers the call of his Lord, fully 
prepared to do anything and everything he is told 
to do. If the church is to be healthy, to grow and 
to be full of love, we as individuals must grow up 
first, moving beyond “I’m only a volunteer!” and 
into “I am a called out child of God who will 
fulfill my destiny!” 
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 When being encouraged to do good works, 
some people answer by quoting Ephesians 2:8-9. 
(KJV For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast.) Yes, we are saved by 
grace, through faith and not by our works; 
salvation is a gift. Now, if those who quote verses 
8 and 9 would only continue to verse 10, they 
would see why God gave us the gift— “to do the 
good things he planned for us long ago”. God doesn’t 
give useless gifts; He gives gifts with a purpose. 
Knowing this, we realize we are responsible to 
find out what His plans for us are and to follow 
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Ephesians 2:10 
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created 
us anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago. 

 We have been created anew in Christ Jesus to 
do good things. Other translations say “good 
works.” 
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through and do what He expects us to do. As 
Ephesians 5:17 puts it, “Don’t act thoughtlessly, but 
try to understand what the Lord wants you to do.”  
 God prepared these works in advance, 
expecting us to do them. How much clearer can 
it get? God had a plan in mind, works lined out 
for each one of us, even before we accepted His 
gift of salvation. Now it’s our turn. Now it’s time 
for us to learn what those works are, pull 
ourselves together, and go get them done. 
 This is not merely something we can do; it is 
something we must do if we are to be pleasing to 
Him. After all, His Word says repeatedly that 
faith without works is dead. (James 2:17, 20, 26; 
KJV; Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, 
is dead… But do you want to know, O foolish man, 
that faith without works is dead?... For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also.) Too, without faith it is impossible to 
please God. (Hebrews 11:6, KJV, But without faith 
it is impossible to please Him…) 
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Ephesians 4:1 
Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the 
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your 
calling, for you have been called by God. 

 
 The question is not, “Am I called?” but 
rather, “What is my calling?” Speaking 
specifically in the realm of the church, we must 
ask, “To which local church has God called me? 
To which ministry or ministries within that 
church has God called me?” We are to seek the 
answers to these questions and, having found 
them, lead lives worthy of His calling. 
 The Word is specific here as it refers to 
“your calling.” So first we are called with a 
specific calling. No man should walk in another 
man’s calling; God expects each man to walk in 
his own. A man’s flesh may declare that it wants 
to work in one ministry, but if God has called 
him to work elsewhere he would be walking in 
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disobedience if he chose to follow his flesh’s 
lead—this would certainly not be an act of a life 
that was being lived worthily.  
 And we must consider carefully what it is to 
lead a life worthy of one who is called by HIM. 
 If one were called by the President—that is, if 
the President of the United States were to call on 
a man to do something—one assumes that he 
would not only do it, but do it to the very best 
of his ability. Who in their right mind would 
consider giving the President of the United 
States anything less than work of the highest 
quality? But we are not called by the President. 
We are not called by any mere man. Rather, we 
are called by GOD. 
 How is it, then, that we too often offer Him 
second or even third best…or nothing at all? Do 
we consider Him to be less important than the 
President? Do we subconsciously take advantage 
of His quickness to forgive? Do we find that, 
since we can’t see Him with our physical eyes, it 
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is easier to ignore the fact that He is there and 
waiting for us to move, waiting for us to do 
(and do well) what He has called us to do? 
 When God calls us to a local church, He 
expects us to be active in that church. (Hebrews 
10:25, KJV, …not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 
see the Day approaching.) When He calls us to a 
specific ministry, He expects us to serve actively 
in that ministry—being where we are supposed to 
be when we are supposed to be there and doing 
all we are supposed to do to the best of our 
ability, with the right heart. 
 He has given us the great honor of calling 
us; it is also our honor to live lives worthy of 
this calling. 
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What Does God Want? 
 
 God wants children who love Him above all 
else, children who obey Him completely, 
children who walk with Him—following His lead 
instead of choosing their own paths and 
expecting Him to bless them anyway—children 
who not only know Jesus as Savior, but also as 
Lord. 
 God wants children who understand the 
truth of the words spoken to King Saul, that 
obedience is better than sacrifice, that He will 
not condone us doing things our way even if 
our way does look good in man’s eyes and seems 
to result in great things for the church. 
 God wants children who follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus, the One who did and said, 
and only did and said, what the Father wanted, 
who obeyed all the way to the cross and beyond 
when His Father called. 
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 God wants children who don’t say, “I have 
decided I want to…,” but say instead, “I have 
decided to do what God wants me to do.” 
 
 
 

God wants 
sons and daughters 

who understand 
what it means to be 

CALLED. 
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C J Press has chosen to do its part in sharing the 
Gospel with the world by supporting Mission of Joy, 
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serves. 

Mission of Joy cares for widows, supports 
orphanages and native missionaries, helps build 
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C J Press 
Products 

God Doesn’t Want Volunteers, a booklet that 
challenges complacent Christianity, is available 
in E-Booklet format for only $2.95. Because of 
its import, we grant the purchaser the right to 
print as many copies of this booklet as they 
desire for sharing with those in need of the 
message.  

******** 

See, I Told Me So!: Homeschool Veterans Declare 
“You Can Stop Worrying!” is a collection of essays 
from a variety of homeschool veterans—both 
parents who have graduated students and the 
homeschool graduates. This title offers much-
needed reassurance to the worried 
homeschooling parent. See, I Told Me So! is 
currently available in E-Book format for $12.95. 
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Meditations on the Word, by Tammy M. Cardwell, 
is a collection of the author’s personal 
meditations on, and observations about, passages 
from God’s holy Word. It’s coming soon in both 
E-Book and paperback formats. Place your pre-
orders now for the E-Book at only $9.95. This 
pre-release price is good for a limited time only.
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C J Press 
Order Form 

 
All E-Books may be ordered and downloaded online, 
but we will also ship CDs containing the E-Books 
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Please include all product and contact information 
when ordering through PayPal®. 
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